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problem. But supposing that lie had not been carry-
ing them? According to Sergeant Blewitt, Alcott might
have been lying by the roadside for nearly four hours
before the snow began to fall. Ample time for anybody
to have tampered with his pockets. To abstract any-
thing they might have contained, and to insert the two
documents subsequently found by Blewitt.
What could have been the object of putting these
particular documents in his pocket? To this question
there was only one possible answer. In order that
Alcott's identity should be established beyond all pos-
sibility of doubt. The letter pointed immediately to his
father. If the old man had not died a year previously,
he would have been summoned to identify his son. Next
to his father, Faversham could give the most conclusive
evidence. He was a well-known man, and one who
would not express an opinion tanless he were certain. He
would carry conviction, therefore. And at one time,
not so very long ago, after all, Alcott had been in
almost daily contact with. Mm. He could hardly fail to
identify him.
But why should anyone have been so anxious that
Alcott's identity should be correctly established? Was
it possible that Alcott, In spite of Ms poverty-stricken.
appearance, possessed something tibat some other person
was anxious to inherit?